IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend Claims 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 to 32, 35 and 36 to read as follows. 



^ 1. (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus comprising: 
reception means for receiving images generated from a plurality of 
communication terminals; 

output means for outputting the images received by said receptioij^ans in 
J order to display the images on a display unit as multiple images; and 

notification means for acquiring and notifying of a^state of distribution of 
the images by said reception means while said reception mp^ns is receiving the images^ 
wherein the state of distribution comprises information relating to an actual frame rate of 
the images being received by said reception rowans . 




2. (PreviouslyTresented) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein the state ox distribution is information relating to a frame rate of an image 
being received by said/reception means. 



3. (Previously Presented) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim 1, yftierein said notification means changes the display unit in accordance with the 
state of distribution by said reception means. 
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4. (Original) A communication apparatus according to Clairaf 1, 
wherein said notification means changes information displayed on the display imit in 
accordance with a frame rate of an image received by said reception means. 



, J 



5. (Original) A communication apparatus accordmg to Claim 3, 
wherein the change in information displayed on the display unit is/a change in a state of 
display of an icon indicating a corresponding one of the plurality of communication 
terminals. 



6. (Original) A communication apparatus according to Claim 4, 
wherein said notification means does not perfonn Notification when the frame rate is high, 
and performs notification when the frame rate is reduced. 

7. (Original) A communication apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein said notification means comprises one of flashing of an icon, display of character 
information, and display of numerals. 



8. (Currently Amended) A communication method comprising the 



steps of: 



receiving/images generated from a plurality of communication terminals; 
outpumng the received images in order to display the images on a display 
unit as multiple images; and 

acquiring and notifying of a state of distribution of the images in said 
receiving stepyfohile performing said receiving step , wherein the state of distribution 
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comprises information relating to an actual frame rate of the images being received by paid 
reception means . 

9. (Previously Presented) A communication method accorctifig to 
Claim 8, wherein the state of distribution is information relating to a frame r^te of an image 
being received. 



10. (Previously Presented) A communication method according to 
Claim 8, wherein said acquiring and notifying step changes the jiisplay unit in accordance 
with the state of distribution. 

1 1 . (Original) A communication rp£thod according to Claim 8, wherein 
said acquiring and notifying step changes information displayed on the display unit in 
accordance with a frame rate of a received imajge. 

12. (Original) A communication method according to Claim 10, 
wherein the change in information dis/layed on the display unit is a change in a state of 
display of an icon indicating a corresponding one of the plurality of communication 
terminals. 



13. (Original) A communication method according to Claim 1 1, 
wherein the notification/is not performed when the frame rate is high, and is performed 
when the frame rate j/s reduced. 
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14. (Original) A communication method according to Claim 8, wherein 
the notification comprises one of flashing of an icon, display of character information, and 
display of numerals. / 

15. (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus comprising: 
reception means for receiving a part or all of images generated from image 

generation units of a plurality of corresponding communication terminally switching the 
images; / 

output means for outputting the images received by said reception means in 
order to display the images on a display unit as multiple images; 

assigning means for assigning an arbitrary image from among the multiple 
images; / 

control means for controlling a stater of outputting of the image assigned by 
said assigning means; and / 

notification means for acquinng and notifying of a state of distribution of 
the images by said reception means wtafe said reception means is receiving the images,, 
wherein the state of distribution confrrises information relating to an actual frame rate of 
the images being received by said reception means . 



16. (Previously Presented) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim 15, wherein the state of distribution is information relating to a frame rate of an 
image being received by said reception means. 



17. (Previously Presented) A communication apparatus according ko 
Claim 1 5, wherein said notification means changes the display unit in accordance w/th the 
state of distribution by said reception means. 

1 8. (Original) A communication apparatus according to yClaim 1 5, 
wherein said notification means changes information displayed on the dj4>lay unit in 
accordance with a frame rate of an image received by said reception means. 

19. (Original) A communication apparatus/according to Claim 17, 
wherein the change in information displayed on the display unit is a change in a state of 
display of an icon indicating a corresponding one of t^e plurality of communication 
terminals. 

20. (Original) A communication apparatus according to Claim 18, 
wherein said notification means does nop perform notification when the frame rate is high, 
and performs notification when the frame rate is reduced. 

21 . (Original A communication apparatus according to Claim 15, 
wherein said notification m^ans comprises one of flashing of an icon, display of character 
information, and display/of numerals. 

22. J (Currently Amended) A communication method comprising the 

steps of: 



receiving a part or all of images generated from image generation units ofj a 
plurality of corresponding communication terminals by switching the images; 

outputting the received images in order to display the images on a display 
unit as multiple images; 

assigning an arbitrary image from among the multiple images; 

controlling a state of outputting of the assigned image; and 

acquiring and notifying of a state of distribution of the/fmages in said 
receiving step while performing said reception step , wherein the smte of distribution 
comprises information relating to an actual frame rate of the images being received bv said 
reception means . 

23. (Previously Presented) A communication method according to 
Claim 22, wherein the state of distribution is jnformation relating to a frame rate of an 
image being received. 

24. (Previously Presented) A communication method according Claim 
22, wherein said acquiring and notifying step changes the display unit in accordance with 
the state of distribution. 



25. (Original) A communication method according to Claim 22, 
wherein said acquiring and notifying step changes information displayed on the display 
unit in accordanceAvith a frame rate of a received image. 
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26. (Original) A communication method according to Claim 241 
wherein the change in information displayed on the display unit is a change in a state of 
display of an icon indicating a corresponding one of the plurality of communic^fion 
terminals. 

27. (Original) A communication method according to Claim 25 , 
wherein the notification is not performed when the frame rate is h)gh, and is performed 
when the frame rate is reduced. 

28. (Original) A communication merfiod according to Claim 22, 
wherein the notification comprises one of flashing 91 an icon, display of character 
information, and display of numerals. 



29. (Currently Amende^) A storage medium storing a program, said 
program comprising: 

reception process cojfe for receiving images generated from a plurality of 
communication terminals; 

output process/code for outputting the received images in order to display 
the images on a display unjr as multiple images; and 

notification process code for acquiring and notifying of a state of distribution of the 
images by said reception process code while said reception process code is receiving the 
images , wherein the state of distribution comprises information relating to an actual frame 
rate of the images being received bv said reception means . 
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30. (Currently Amended) A storage medium storing a program, said 



program comprising: 

reception process code for receiving a part or all of images generated from 
image generation units of a plurality of corresponding communication terminal/by 
switching the images; 

an output process code for outputting the received images order to display 
the images on a display unit as multiple images; 

an assigning process code for assigning an arbitrary j^nage from among the 
multiple images; 

control process code of controlling a state for^utputting of the assigned 

image; and 

notification process code for acquiring/&nd notifying of a state of 
distribution of the images by said reception process code while said reception process code 
is receiving the images , wherein the state of distribution comprises information relating to 
an actual frame rate of the images being received by said reception means . 



comprising: 



terminal: 



3 1 . (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus 



a reception unit/or receiving images generated from a communication 



an output unit for outputting the images received by said reception unit in 
order to display the images on a display unit; and 
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a notification unit for acquiring and notifying of a state of reception of said 
reception unit, the state of reception comprising a state of frame rate of the images received 
by said reception unit while said reception unit is receiving the images; 

wherein said notification unit causes the display unit to display ai( image 
information of the state of frame rate state corresponding to the images from/me 
communication terminal which image information is different from the images received bv 
said reception unit and displayed image on the display unit , and notifies of the state of 
frame rate state by changing the image information on the basis o/the state of -the 
reception of by said reception unit; 

wherein said notification unit causes the display unit to display the image 
information of the state of the frame rate together with/the received images, and not to 
display the image information when the received images are not displayed . 

32. (Currently Amended/ A communication apparatus according 
to Claim 3 1 , wherein changing the imag^ information is a change in a state of display of an 
icon indicating a indicating the corresponding the communication terminals terminal . 

33. (Previously Presented) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim 31, wherein said notification unit does not perform notification when the frame rate 
is high, and performs notification when the frame rate is reduced. 



34. / (Previously Presented) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim 31, whereirf said notification unit comprises one of flashing of an icon, display of 
character infonjiation, and display of numerals. 
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3 5 . (Currently Amended) A communication method comprising 

the steps of: 

receiving images generated from a communication terminal; 

outputting the images received in said receiving step in order to jtfsplay the 
images on a display unit; and 

acquiring and notifying of a state of reception of said receiving step, the 
state of reception comprising a state of frame rate state of the images received in said 
receiving step while said receiving step is receiving the images; 

wherein, said acquiring and notifying step causes the display unit to display 
an image information of the state of frame rate state corresponding to the images from the 
communication terminal^ which image information is different from the images received by 
said receiving step displayed imag e on the display unit , and notifies of the state of frame 
rate state by changing the image information on^he basis of the state of the reception of by 
said reception unit receiving step . 

wherein said acquiring and/footifVing step causes the display unit to display 
the image information of the state of th/ frame rate together with the received images, and 
not to display the image informationAvhen the received images are not displayed . 



36. (Curreijfly Amended) A storage medium storing a program, said 
program comprising: 

receivingy6ode for receiving images generated from a communication 

terminal; 

outautting the images received by said reception unit in order to display the 
images on a display unit; and 
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acquiring and notifying of a state of reception of said receiving step, 
state of reception comprising a state of frame rate state of the images received in sa 
receiving step while said receiving step is receiving the images 

wherein, said acquiring and notifying step causes the display unit to display 
an image information of the state of frame rate state corresponding to the images from the 
communication terminal^ which image information is^if^ent from the images received by 
said receiving step displayed image on the display unit , and notifies of the state of frame 
rate state by changing the image infoprfation on the basis of the state of the reception of by 
said r ece p tion unit receivings*^ . 

whereirfsaid acquiring and notifying step causes the display unit to display 
the image information of the state of the frame rate together with the received images, and 
not to^di^play the image information when the received images are not displayed. 



- 12- 



